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From my Coufin Temple's Houfe at 
Goditone, Nevember 10. 


T is as impoilible for any thing 

in this World to {atishe the 
Mind cf Man, as for a Swan to 
build her Neft in the empry 

Air. What we purfue with the great- 
cit Heat, generally yields us nothing 
but Sighs or Death. Beauty is but 
like a wandering Shade,which when 
we draw near to e: mbrace i it, behold 
the Delufion difappears. Thofe 
Drefles and Ornaments that glitter 
wo the Eye at a diftance, on our Ap- 
proaches, prove both falfe and em- 
pty ; yetour,Fancies are too often 
carried away by thofe wild Specu- 
lations. ‘hus laying before me the 
Follies and Vanities of Life, 1 with- 
drew my felt for a while trom all 
diftracting Cares, and fell into a 
found Sleep. ‘here appeared to me 
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in my Dream a ftately Houfe fur- 
rounded with Groves and Gardens. 
As 1 was viewing thofe Artificial 
Ornaments, | fancied 1 was carried 
into a fair Park pleafant and agreca- 
ble to look upon. There I faw a 
very homely Man ina mean Garb 
fitting undera Tree. ‘This Perfon 
(thinks I) is waiting for an Alms ; 
he is none of thofe who are born to 
be Favourites of the Great. While 
I was thus pittying the Man’s low 
Eftate,a Woman drefs’d likea Queen 
came up and faluted him, which I 
wonder’d at. Surely (faid 1) he whom 
J take to be fo defpicable is not an 
a d Prince in Difguite ! Upon 
this, [ went tothe Keeper’s Lodge, 
and ask'd what meant fuch a fami- 
liar Intercourfe between an old Irel- 
low in Rags anda beautiful young 
Lady, edorn’d with Bracelets and 
Jewels ; he gave me this Accounr: 
The Man (faid he) vou fee fitring 
P p under 
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under yonder Tree, his Name is Se- 
rapien, and the Lady is calPd Leonora, 
She has larely left her Husband to 
keep Company with whom fhe 
pleafes, and meeting with that forry 
W retch in this Park, the fell in love 
with him; and has made him her 
Gallant. Stay a while and you'll 
fee much more than I can tell you. 
I waited. and fiw a Company of ra- 
kifh Fellows come up to Serapion, 
who were fnt (as the Keeper gid 
me) to put by Violence Leonora (fo 
the Pofletiion of a Houfe, which fhe 
uneratefully endeavoured to wreft 
out of the Hands of cerrain Perfons 
who had genecroully received and 
protected her in Diltrefs. But che 


Building being (trong, and her Trea- 
chery difcovered, the was adviled to 
leave off that Eaterprizc, and re 


tire to another {trong Hold, where 
fhe was fcarce arrived, bur, purfuant 
to her Husband's Command fhe was 
taken with her Gallant, by Maskell 
his Steward ; who prefering a Bru- 
tifh Pleafure to the Fidelity he ow'd 
his Mafter, danc’d after the Pipe, 
and futler'd himfelf to be carried 
away by the Artitices of his Prifo- 
ner. Whereupon, quitting all Pre- 
tenfions to the making of his For- 
tune, he became enamour'’d with 
Leoncra, and fo very jealous, that he 
facrificed poor Serapion to his Sulpi- 
cion ; caufing him to be caft into 
Prifon. Maskell having rather exe- 
cuted his own Jealoufy, than his 
Lord’s Vengeance on this Criminal ; 
did not fail to calt Glances at Leo- 
mora, and drefs’d extraordinary gay ; 
infomuch as ina little time he ap- 


seared as fine as his Lord whom he 
fad villanoufly betraved. Butin the 
Conclufion I obferv’d that his Am- 
bition availed him nothing : For his 
incon{tant Fair One, whofe Levity 
he propofed to keep under Contine- 
ment, would become Miitrefs, and 
indulge her carnal Appetite to the 
higeft with its” ufual Variety ; to 
compals which, knownig by Expe- 
rience the Power of voiuptuous De- 
fires, fhe feigns to return Love for 
Love, and yiclds to the Importunity 
of feveral Addrefles. Atter which, 
fhe fo far prevail’d upon Masked her 
Guardian, thot fhe obtained her Li- 
berty, and by endearing Promifcs 
thar the Favours which hitherto fhe 
feemed to grant but {paringly and by 
Force, fhould be prodigally beitow d 
and out of Choice. When the came 
to be free and abfolute Miftrefs of 
the Houfs, fhe deluded her Spark ; 
for the Guard he had fet over her 
was fcarce gone out of Sight, when 
fhe brought ina Gang of Rufhans, 
whilft the credulous Steward retired 
in much Difcontent, and fhe proved 
fo ungrateful to this Servant of hers, 
that fhe could not endure even the 
bare naming of him. Being aflured 
of better Company ,to fuit her Turn, 
fhe then refolved to follow her own 
Will, and cftablifh to her felf an 
Empire of Pleafure. For | faw that 
Men of Youth, Beaury and Strength: 
cametoher, and were entertained 
as Gallants. In this pleafing State of 
Life fhe for a while continued her 
Enjoyments ; but Fortune, that fome- 
times proves fo juft as to frown upon 
the Vicious as well as the Vertuous, 
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and take Vengeance upon Offenders ; 
did, as this Lady was one Day flecp- 
ing inthe Lap of one of her Para- 
mours, fteal privately into her A- 
partment, and with a lighted ‘Taper 
fer on Fire the Oily Pieces of Paint. 
ing which adorn’d her Houfe, and 
the Mifcreant miferably perifhed in 
the Flames. The dreadiul Shricks 


and Ourcries which I thought I 
heard, fuddenly awaked me, and I 
found my elf, contrary to Expecta- 
tion, fitting in my Study with the 
Book of Sc. Augiftine’s Meditations 
lying before me. 





From Drury-Lane, November 11. 

TH E Pocts and Actors of the 
Frenc! Stage have a fine Spring 

of Thought both in their Language 
and Plots, and many of their Plays 
have fomething in them that is di 
verting and fublime. They difcover 
the Faules of human Greatnefs, the 
quick Turns of Fortune, and the 
miferable Conclufions of Revenge 
and Injuftice, and fer forth the heat 
of Anger and Vanity ; make Pride 
and Lightnefsof Fancy defpifcable, 
and bring Ambition and Wanronncfs 
under Ignominy and Contempt. By 
this Thought | was put in Mind of 
a Play acted before two Princes in 
Europe. Liclate the Contents of it, 
without any defign to difoblige thofe 
of the Romith Religion ; as believing 
there are.many Gentlemen of that 
Per{wafion, who are Perfons of great 
Vorth-and Piety. The Story is this, 
it happened that a certain King and 
Queen were together at a ‘Lown, 
which fhall be namelef3; and there 


a Company of Comedians who gave 
Notice that they had a notable Co- 
medy to prefint. On the Day ap- 
pointed thefe Princes,with the whole 
Court, and a valt Concourf of other 
People went to fee the Entertain. 
ment. “The Actors reprefented a 
Woman dying, who fetch'd deep 
Sighs-and Groans, and demanded 
immediately to be confefs'd. The 
Curate of the Parifh was fent for ; 
he game with all his Equipage, and 
di@all he could ; but the fick Wo- 
man was {till impatient, frying the 
was not well contefs'd. Other Ec- 
clefiafticks came after the Curate, 
and had no betrer Succefs than he. 
After them came the. Monks of the 
feveral Orders in their turn, and 
{par'd neither for Relicks nor Indul- 
gences, whereof they had Sackfuls, 
and which they read one by one to 
the Sick, who tor her laft Remedy 
was cloathed in Se. Francs’s Ha- 
bit. All this operating nothing 
togive her Confcicnce Repofe, fhe 
faid lamenting, that none of them 
all knew how to confcfs well. Here- 
upon one of her Acquaintance came 
cn the Stage, and looking about 
every way,as having a Secret to tcll, 
which he would not have any Body 
to hear, he acquainted the Sick Per- ° 
fon that he knew a Man who would 
confefs her as fhe ought, and reftore 
her to a good Condition; but that 
the Day being prejudicial to this 
Perfon, he came only in the Night. 
‘The Womgn entreated and prefs’d 
he fhould be {ent for. After having 
waited fome time, this Man came 
ina mean Habit, and drawing near 
to her Bed-fide, fpoke to her {0 as 
thofe 
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thofe prefent could not hear any 
thing he faid, they only obferved 
b; the Womin’s Geftures, that fhe 
appeared to be very well fatisfied. 
At laft he drew a little Book our of 
his Pocket, which he gave her, fay- 
ing aloud, that this Book contained 
infallible Receipts againit her Di- 
ftempers ; and that if the ufed ir, fhe 
would in a few Days tind her Health 
perfeétly reftored. When the Man 
was gone, the Wonmn arofe found, 
and entirely cured ;and having taken 
two or three turns upon the Stage, 
fhe told the Speétators, that this un- 
known Perfon had done what was 
impoilible forall the reft; and that 
it muft be acknowledged his Book 
contained admtrable Receipts, as 
might be feen from the bot effect 
fhe found: That if any of the Au- 
dience were feized with the fame 
Diftemper, fhe would advife them 
to have recourfe to this Book,which 
fhe would gladly lend them; but 
admonifhing them withal, that in 
touching it they would find it fome- 
what hor, and that there proceded a 
vehement Odour fromit, fmelling 
of the Faggot : hat forthe reft,if the 
Ajliftants defired to know her Name 
that fpoke, and the Name of the 
Book, they were Riddles fhe left 
them to divine. The King and 
Queen declared they were pleafed 
with this Comedy, and fo did all the 
Court ; and by their Example a great 
Number of the Spectators, many of 
whom were already difgufted with 
the Romifh Religion: They eafly 


underftood that this fick Perfon was 
Truth ; that the firft that had nor 
well confefled her, were fuch as took 
the Title of Doétors and Paftors,and 
who inttead of confefling the Truth 
of God, held it in Unrighteoufiiess 
That this laft Comer was one of the 
pritended Hereticks, whom Perfe- 
cution conftrsined rohide themfelves, 
and who alone, when they were cal- 
led Guly ‘contcfled the true Faith 
they had known. That, laftly, the 
hot Book, which fmelr of the Fag- 
got, was the New Ts/?ament which 
they were forbidden to have and 
read in the vulgar ‘Tongue, upon 
Peril of being burnt. But that which 
{> well fatished fome. as much dif- 
pleafed others, cfpecially the Eccle- 
fiafticks were offended, and went to 
make their Complaints to the King 
himfelf, and afterwards to the Ma- 
giftrates of the Town, who already 
talked of drawing up an Information, 
fo that the Comedians thought it the 
beft way to depart as filentf, and as 
fuddenly as might be; and they 
would not have come off fo ealily, 
had it not appeared, that they be- 
longed to this Prince and rhe Queen 
his Wife. 

Such Comedies as thefe I could 
highly approve of becaufé they ferve 
to inform the Judgment, and im- 
= on the Mind of the Speétators, 
ively Characters of Vertue. And 
indeed this is the true Bufinefs of 
Plays, the End for which the Greci- 
ans and Romans gave liberty for the 
erecting of Publick Stages, 
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